In spite of the extensive literary holdings that were purportedly housed in Alexandria and Pergamum during the Hellenistic and Roman periods, archaeologists and scholars have yet to identify a single scroll, fragment of papyrus or scrap of parchment from either library. With the exception of a handful of foundation stones, column bases and broken statuary, very little of the building that has been identified as Alexandria's Serapeum has survived down to the present day.4 Even more surprising is the fact that archaeologists have yet to identify a single artefact or piece of material culture from the Library of Alexandria proper. And the situation with Pergamum is little better. At the end of the 19th century, the German archaeologist Alexander Conze identified four rooms at Pergamum as a library, but this identification is far from certain.5 Although one of the rooms in question contained the remains of a low podium, twenty or so evenly spaced sockets in the surrounding walls, and a pedestal where a statue of Athena was recovered, the adjacent rooms, which Conze identified as adjunct storage space, contained no such features. 6 Complicating matters even further is the fact that there are no analogues from the Hellenistic period to which to compare the archaeological evidence from Pergamum and Alexandria, thereby leaving us with more questions than answers when it comes to the architectural features of Hellenistic libraries. 7 Had the writers and intellectual elite of the ancient world, such as Galen, Aristaeus, and Strabo, not recorded the existence of the libraries in Alexandria and Pergamum, it is unlikely that the aforementioned archaeological ruins would have been identified as such. And while the witness of the ancient sources with regard to Alexandria and Pergamum is, both in terms of its quantity and quality, highly persuasive and significant,8 there is precious little evidence beyond this to support the notion that these cities housed massive
